The Growth of Sudan Communications
track reached Abidia. There sidings were laid out and
the new gunboats, transported in sections from Haifa,
were erected and launched, the railway was pushed
forward steadily and on July 3rd reached Fort Atbara.
" On the day when the first troop train steamed into
the fortified camp at the confluence of the Nile and the
Atbara the doom of the Dervishes was sealed " ; so wrote
Mr. Winston Churchill in The jRiver War. The campaign
of re-conquest was nearing its close. Of the military
operations which culminated in the Battle of Omdurman
on September 2nd, 1898, it is not necessary here to speak,
it is sufficient to note that Fort Atbara was only thirty-six
hours distant by rail from Haifa, and as soon as the Nile
rose, the Expeditionary Force would have a clear and
easy line of communication between its place of concen-
tration at Fort Atbara and its final objective at Omdurman.
" Scarcely had the guns of the battle of Omdurman
died away," wrote Lord Cromer in Modern Egyyt " when
works were commenced with a view to extending the
Nile railway from the Atbara to Haljaia opposite Khar-
toum." During the dry season from November to June
the Atbara river dries up into a series of pools separated
by broad stretches of sand. As soon as the river had
fallen sufficiently, it was a simple matter to lay a temporary
line across the bed of the river and to build a short culvert
of wooden baulks and piles across the shallow channel
where the water was still flowing. The work was finished
by the end of October and a temporary railway depot
with sidings and workshops was established on the south
bank. The permanent bridge was completed in August
1899.
The survey of the line was begun and working parties
were sent forward to make the embankment in advance
of the permanent way material which could not arrive
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